
CAMPBELL CHERNOFF (Rory) is a seventh grader at Harriet Tubman Elementary. He is currently 12 

years old. Six Stories Up in the Attic is his second play with Tellin’ Tales, having made his stage debut 

in last year’s In Discovery. He also played King Triton and Chef Louis in his school’s production of The 

Little Mermaid, Jr.  Campbell lives near Horner Park with his mother, father, a dog and a cat. He owes 

a lot of thanks to his mentor, Tekki, and all the people who helped in this and his previous plays, from 

the directors to the other children. Campbell says the best thing about theater life and being on stage 

“isn’t being known by a bunch of people; it’s making new friends along the way.”

STEPHEN DONART (Dad Pete, Mr. Hal) has an MA in theater from UIC and has directed multiple 

productions at Theater on the Lake, favorites include, The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man in the Moon 

Marigolds, Harvey and Sherlock’s Last Case. He spent over 10  years as Artistic Director for Fourth 

Wall Production where he directed over 20 shows. Stephen started volunteering with Tellin’ Tales in 

1999 and in 2006 he made his debut mentoring in Six Stories Up in the Ozone and has done elev-

en subsequent Six Stories Up productions.  He is currently the Program Director for Tellin’ Tales and 

looks forward to helping expand its outreach and ful昀椀ll its mission.

JACK GEHRINGER (Frank) made his Tellin’ Tales debut performance 20 years ago in Six Stories 

Up in Pediatrics. He returned to the Six Stories Up stage in 2006 starring as the evil side of George 

Bush’s conscience in Six Stories Up in the Ozone. He was a mentor in Six Stories Up in Climate 

Change. Since then Jack has been involved in many other Tellin’ Tales Theatre productions including 

the Young Adult Writing Workshops, Fillet of Solo, Diversity, and Hands Up.  He is a Tellin’ Tales am-

bassador and a proud member of the Tellin’ Tales Ensemble.  He is pleased as punch to join the cast 

of Six Stories Up in the Attic.
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CJ KOZLOWSKI (Robot) is a junior in high school. His 昀椀rst real role in a play was in 7th grade in Six 

Stories Up in the Deep Blue Sea. The following year he played the role of Jack in the online produc-

tion of Six Stories Up in the Roaring Twenties. His freshman year, he took 昀椀rst place in his school’s 
August Wilson monologue reading contest. While not acting, CJ is attempting to build a career as a 

music producer and DJ. He is excited to work with Tekki and Tellin’ Tales, no longer as a mentee, but 

as part of the ensemble cast of Six Stories Up in the Attic.

POPPY LENTZ (Piper) is an 8th grader who is enjoying her 昀椀rst Tellin’ Tales production! Poppy enjoys 
theatre, creative writing, and sewing. She plans to attend an arts high school in Fall 2024, to study 

theatre. Poppy is grateful to her mentor Caitlin for helping her to develop her writing and acting skills. 

Poppy would also like to thank Tekki for inviting her to be a part of Six Stories Up.

TEKKI LOMNICKI (Director, Ramona) is the Artistic Director of Tellin’ Tales Theatre. She has written 

and performed over 27 solo performance pieces, and starred in the award-winning 昀椀lm, The Miracle 
by Jeffrey Jon Smith. She has also appeared in all of the Six Stories Up shows. She was the Tel-

lin’ Tales Theatre Lead for Freedom Out of Order for the Lyric Opera’s Community Voices Project in 

2016. Tekki received an Illinois Arts Council Artists Fellowship in New Performance Forms, the 2008 

3Arts Artists Award in Theater, and the 2010 Grigsby Award for Excellence in solo performance. Tekki 

thanks Campbell for his creativity and acting skills, Steve for his script doctoring, Ben, Dominika (Am-

ethyst), the parents and the rest of the cast and crew.

EMILY MCCLINTICK (Amelia), 6th grader in Highcrest Middle School. Thanks to Tekki and Robert, 

Emily can’t wait to share with you her story about the American and Chinese culture clash in her fami-

ly. She hopes one day she could make a TV show about the mixed-race family and their unique expe-

riences. Emily loves to sing, dance, write and act. She played Annie in Annie The Musical with Skyline 

Children’s Theater. She won the Youth 1st place in 2023 Dust off Dance Battle. She also won the 1st 

place in Popular Voice Group at 2021 Nord Anglia Global Campus Young Musician of the Year. 

CAITLIN ROBB (Mom Julie, Maxine) is so excited to be part of Six Stories Up! Previously with Tellin 
Tales, she told her story as part of Hands Up: Misunderstood Minds. She also performs with Three 

Brothers Theatre, most recently in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Caitlin has a BA in Drama from UW 

Stevens Point and completed the Second City Improv Conservatory. Before moving to Chicago, she 

worked with Children’s Theatre of Madison and co-directed after-school theatre for grades 3-5. Big 

thanks to Poppy for sharing her story and for being a great apprentice!

K ROSE (Counselor, Carly, Neighbor) is stepping back onto the stage after a long hiatus with over two 

decades of acting behind her. The bulk of her work was in theatre, although she has also done some 

昀椀lm and commercial work. She’s performed in California, Alabama, Florida, New Orleans and Seattle. 
Upon arriving in Chicago, she joined forces with Boho Theatre as a company member. K lives with 

chronic illness and is continually challenged in getting the balance right! Recently she participated in 
Tellin’ Tales, Hands Up: Faith. In her spare time, K enjoys writing, listening to music, spending time 

with her 4 rabbits and a cat. She is blessed to have a partner who is a wonderfully creative director, 

who teaches theatre at the Latin School of Chicago. 



ROBERT TEVERBAUGH (Creepy Carny, Dad) Realtor by day, this is Robert’s forth Six Stories Up, 

having performed in Six Stories Up in De昀椀ance, Deep Blue Sea and Climate Change. Robert studied 
acting at the University of Wisconsin, Madison and acted in productions with Running with Scissors, 

Terrapin Theater, Stage Left, and Chicago Dramatists Workshop, among others. He played Belize in 

Angels In America with The Journeymen, Aaron in Titus Andronicus with Shakespeare’s Motley crew, 

and was an ensemble member in The Expense of Spirit, which premiered at the storied Bailiwick and 

had a short run at Here in New York. In his spare time, he’s an avid gardener, baker, and home cook. 

Robert co-facilitates Tellin’ Tales’ Hands Up performance series that began in 2020 which tackles 

timely issues like, Mental Health, Gender, Faith, Police and Race in America.

ELAINE XU (Catherine, Summer, Mom) is a 9th grade student at New Trier High School. This is her 

昀椀rst time doing a production at Tellin’ Tales Theatre, even though she’s been in some shows before. 
She’s been singing in choir since she was in elementary school, 昀椀rst in the Youth Choral Theatre of 
Chicago, and now at Midwest Youth Artists Conservatory. She is excited to share her story in Six Sto-

ries Up in the Attic and hopes that you like the show that everyone worked so hard on!

EVA XU (Wendy, Cassie) is a 7th grade student who enjoys acting. This is her 昀椀rst time in a Tellin’ 
Tales production, and she is loving it. In her free time, she likes to be dramatic, draw cool ducks, 

code, play tennis, and ponder the meaning of life. (Not the last one.) Eva also loves joking around 

and procrastinating. Eva sang in the children’s choir at Chicago Youth Choral Theaters for 5 years. In 

2018, she made her debut in a professional musical theater production in Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat. She is grateful to her sister, friend, and mentor for helping her along the way 

on her acting journey in Tellin’ Tales. 

MARK CONTORNO (Sound Operator) Though a native of Chicago, Mark’s theatre career began in 

New York City where his 昀椀rst show, THIS CRAZY LIFE, premiered off-Broadway. Mark eventually re-

turned to Chicago and continued to write plays and musicals and spent six years working with various 

playwriting workshops to tone his craft. In 2018 he wrote the music and lyrics for the show, Murderous 

Innocent which was chosen by The Chicago Musical Festival to be part of their staged reading series. 

Mark is a member of the Dramatist Guild, New Play Exchange, and the music performance organiza-

tion, BMI. 

ANNIE GUTER (Costume Designer) was a  homeschooling mom and an accidental costumer, origi-

nally a performance major, they found out she could sew.  She has been on the team of Tellin’ Tales: 

Six Stories for 13 years making them look beautiful, and accepting the challenge from Tekki for 

“something new and different.” She is also an active costumer for Devonshire Playhouse in Skokie 

and Thin Ice Ensemble Theater. Credits include Moliere, Shakespeare, Wilder, Wilde, and more.

ELLIOT HUBIAK (Lighting Designer) is ecstatic to be working with Tellin Tales Theatre. He is a recent 

graduate of UIUC and has previously worked as a designer at Pride Arts for their productions of One 

in Two and Tango. Elliot hopes to continue his work in making others shine. 

CHARLOTTE LASTRA (House Manager) is a multidisciplinary designer and technician who is glad 

to join Tellin’ Tales for a second time. Charlotte is an ensemble member with Curious Theatre Branch 

and has stage managed with Prop Thtr, Hate/Lab, and at recent Rhinofests. As a scenic painter and 

designer, she has worked in theatres, schools, storefronts, and parking lots in all corners of Chicago.
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MINA NAKANO (Costume Designer) has been working as a costume designer for Tellin’ Tales The-

atre for over 10 years. She also enjoys working as a backstage assistant, helping everyone get in and 

out of their costumes, 昀椀tting wigs, applying makeup, paying attention to details, specializing in super 
quick changes while tiptoeing like a little ninja so she won’t get noticed in the attic!

ALISA (AJ) PHILLIPS (Stage Manager) has a B.A. in Film and Video from Columbia College, 2007. 
Alisa has been in theater management for over 10 years at venues such as The Royal George The-

ater and The Greenhouse Theatre located here in Chicago. Majority of her stage managing involve-

ment has been with Nuns 4 Fun and is excited to experience working with Tellin’ Tales Theater! 

BENJAMIN SAYLOR (Assistant Director) has been involved with Tellin Tales Theatre since he was 

11 years old, his 昀椀rst production was Six Stories Up On Capital Hill where he played FDR’s Mobility 

Expert: Mr. Jumpsalot. Since then Ben has been involved as an apprentice, a mentor, a student as-

sistant director, a freelance villain, and now the assistant director. Ben has also performed with Porch-

light Musical Theatre in their production of SideShow as The Littlest Cosak.

STEPHEN SCHERER (set design) originally from Chicago, is pleased to return to work with Tellin’ 

Tales! After 28 years of  teaching theater and music for Colorado Academy in Denver Colorado, life 
brought him back to the Windy City. His retirement has left him enough time to take several jobs 

including music director for the Theater Of Western Springs youth theater as well as teaching drama 

classes for American Eagle Education. Enjoy the show!

EVRYN SEVCECH (Box Of昀椀ce Manager) is beyond excited to be back for a second year with Tel-
lin’ Tales Theatre for Six Stories Up. They’ve had the incredible opportunity to volunteer with Tellin’ 

Tales on various productions and with outreach over the past year. When they’re not immersed in the 

theater world, you can 昀椀nd Evryn working as an ASL Interpreter in the Chicagoland area. They are 
very passionate about Tellin’ Tales mission to shatter barriers between the disabled and non-disabled 

worlds through storytelling. They hope you enjoy the show!

[star] pronounced “star” or “Hypothetical Star” (Composer) created music, sound, and accompani-

ments. They are creatively active, and are based in Chicago and New Mexico. [star] is Gen XY and 

uses a lot of digital creative tools by hand. They know the Internet was handmade because they were 

a part of its origin. More music by [star] can be found, heard, and purchased on Bandcamp: https://hy-

potheticalstar.bandcamp.com/  *Live* Performances + Inspiration can be found on social media here: 

https://www.instagram.com/hypothetical_star/ 

DOMINIKA (AMETHYST) TAMLEY (Student Assistant Director) (they/them) is 17 years old and is 
a senior at Alcott College Prep High School in Chicago. They love pop music, YouTube daily vlog-

gers, their dog Chaka, and riding their bike. In 2019 they enjoyed playing to sold-out audiences for 

their second year as a as a Six Stories Up apprentice in Six Stories Up in the Deep Blue Sea. Then 

in 2018, they brought their phone and ad-lib skills to Six Stories Up in Climate Change. When not at 

school or Tellin Tales rehearsals you will 昀椀nd Amethyst riding CTA trains and buses all over the city by 
themselves. They thank Tekki and Ben for being amazing role models. 
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M.K. VICTORSON (choreographer) is a longtime friend and supporter of Tellin’ Tales. M.K. has cho-

reographed several Six Stories Up productions and has appeared in Six Stories Up in Pediatrics 

and Blurred Vision. M.K. has M.K. has choreographed several Six Stories Up productions and has 

appeared in Six Stories Up in Pediatrics and Blurred Vision. M.K. has been a dance educator with 

Chicago Public Schools for many years and she currently serves as the Dance Content Specialist for 

the CPS Department of Arts Education. She is grateful for Tekki’s support and friendship and for this 

unique opportunity to see her daughter Poppy shine on the stage.


